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2 CHRON. 13. 18. 
Thus the children of Iſrael were brought 
under at that time, and the children 
of Tudah prevailed, becauſe they re- 
lied upon the LORD God of l. 
r ve 


EHOBOAM, the fon of Solomon, 
having rejected the counſel of the an- 


cient fages, that had adviſed his father; and 


taking the raſb advice of perſons of his own 
ſtanding, more ſtudious of his pleaſure than his 
intereſt, highly diſguſted the people of Hrael; 
who had applied to him, to no purpoſe, for a 


redreſs of their grievances. Feroboam the ſon 
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of Nebat, who had fled into Egypt for fear 
of king Solomon, and was returned upon the 
news of his death, taking advantage of the 
ſituation of publick affairs, and the general 
diſpoſition of the Maelites, put himſelf at 
the head of the diſcontented in the kingdom, 
and got declared and proclaimed king of the 
ten tribes: and the more effectually to ſe- 
cure the power he had obtained, and prevent 
the people from returning to Reæboboam from 
whom they had revolted, he taught them to 
reje& the worſhip of the true Gop, which 
the children of Judah and Benjamin adhered 
to, and ſet up idelatry, or the worſhip'and 
ſervice of falſe gods of his own invention, 
among the ten tribes that had put them- 
ſelves under his government. But this ſubtle 
contrivance of his, like many of the deep- 
laid (chemes of great politicians, inſtead of 
anſwering his purpoſe, ruined the cauſe he 
intended to ſerve by it. He made the people 
indeed moſt unlike the other two tribes 
under Reboboam, in their religious notions 
and * and thus made a return of 
the 


| 
B 
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the ten tribes to the religious and civil go- 


vernment of their btethren highly unlikely: 


and by this means, as he thought, moſt ef- 
fectually confirmed himſelf in the power he 
had acquired. 

But, leaving out in his 1 all this 
while the great Sovereign of the univerſe, that 
all- powerful Being who ruleth in the king- 
doms of men, and giveth them to whom- 


ſoever he will; who doth according to his 


pleaſure in the armies of heaven, and amongſt 
the inhabitants of the earth, putting down 


one and ſetting up another; who had rent 


the kingdom from Rehoboam, as a puniſh 
ment for the 7dolatry of his father Solomon in 


his latter days, and who will by no means 


give his honour — ſuffer it to be given, to 
another: Leaving out, I ſay, this ſovereign 


| governor of kingdoms, as well as all other 
things, and ſetting up ſtocks and ſtones in 


contempt and defiance of His Divine Ma- 


jeſty, he experienced the truth of theſe in- 


diſputable andunalterable MAx1Ms,--** None 


=" ca harden tlemſelves againſt Him, and 
42 probe. 
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ce preſper. *©* Them, who walk in pride}? 


in ſelf-confidence, in contempt and defi- 
ance of the Divine, Majeſty, that Gop, in 
or by whom they live, move, and have 
their being, and from whoſe bounty alone 
they derive every thing they enjoy — He 
Is abundantly able, and, in his own due time, 
ſure withal to abaſe. 
For in this chapter we find Abijah, the 
ſon of Rehoboam, warring with Feroboam, 
and with half his numbers gaining a com- 
plete victory over him. There is ſuch a ſtrain 
of ſound reaſoning, ſuch a deep ſenſe of true 
piety in Abijab's expoſtulation and conduct 
before the engagement, that it may be worth 
our while to turn to the account we have of 
It in the fourth and following verſes of this 
chapter. 
He objects to Feroboam and the people 
under him, their rebellion againſt their right- 
ful prince, and apoſtacy from the great Go» 
of their fathers, and the religion they had 


been brought up in ; and upbraids them with 
their mou ! in 2 giving divine honours 
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to the work of their hands, the invention of 
Jeroboam's own brain; and with extirpating 
the prieſts, together with the worſhip and ſer- 
vice of the true Gop, and ſubſtituting a race 
of mortals in their ſtead, fitting and worthy 
the deities they were appointed to miniſter 
to. and reminds them, on the other hand, 
that he, and his people, had adhered religi- 
| ouſly to the Gop of their fathers; and duly 
reverenced His precepts, His ordinances, 
and His prieſts: and preſumes of courſe 
on the preſence and aſſiſtance of the LoRx p 
God of their fathers; and warns them of 1 
the folly, and diſſuades them from the raſu- | ? 
neſs, of thinking to proſper, when manifeſtly 
fighting againſt Gov. And the event proved 
undeniably that his preſumptions and reaſon- | 
ings were well grounded. For though the © 1 
men of Judah were ſurrounded by the V 1 
BY raelites, and were not more than half their 1 
numbers; yet by the Divine aſſiſtance, which | 
| they importuned and relied upon, they were 
enabled to obtain a ſignal and complete vic- 
tary ; to deſtroy a majority of them, and put 
| | 5 1 3 the 
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the reſt to flight. Thus the children of 7 
& rael were brought under at that time, and 
<« the children of Judab prevailed ; becauſe, 
* they relied upon,” confided or truſted in, not 
their own hearts or arms, not the numbers, 
the valour, or the conduct of their forces, but 
te the LoRD God of tlieir fathers ;”” the LoR 
of hots; the great God of the armies of all 
fleſh ; whoſe always is the battle, and he 
giveth it to whomſoever he pleaſeth : who 
had exerted His powet in a variety of won- 
derful ways, in the defence and protection 
of their fore-fathers; and to whoſe favour 


and eſpecial regard they had made it their 


conſtant ſtudy to recommend themſelves, by 
being punctual, Hach. and zealous in His 
worſhip and ſervice. 

- Succeſs is here ſo manifeſtly and entirely 
- aſcribed to the great Governor of the uni- 
. verſe, that the paſſage ſeems quite proper 
for the ſubject of our preſent meditation ; 
when we are called together moſt devoutly 
and thankfully to acknowledge the goodneſs = 
of Almighty God in affording us His pro- 
tection 
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tection and aſſiſtance, and giving ſucceſs 
to his Majeſty's arms, under the conduct of 
his Royal Highneſs the Duke of Cumberland, 
a leader highly diſtinguiſhed and illuſtrious 
beyond expectation, or example, for one of 
his years; to the defeat of the common 
robbers and diſturbers of our Country; and 


to the ſuppreſſion of a moſt mercileſs and 


execrable Rebellion, formed to rob us of our 
liberties, our laws, our religion; after the 
cruelty, the rapine, the plunder, the blood» 
ſhed, the confuſion, and other dreadful ca- 
lamities of a civil and inteſtine war had laid 
waſte a fertile and wealthy country ; and 
rendered a free and bold people tame and ab- 
jet enough to ſubmit to the /avery, the /u» 


perſtition, and idolatry of France and Rome. 


when we are reflecting upon our deliver» 
ance from the greateſt and foreſt of tem- 
| poral evils, miſeries and calamities; and in 
a public and ſolemn manner aſcribing our 


deliverance and ſafety to the bounty of Al- 
mighty Gop: and are ſuppoſed, of courſe, 


to be engaging ourſelves to expreſs our gras 
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titude in the beſt and moſt acceptable man- 
ner, by making it our ſtudy and endeavour 
to demean ourſelves, for the future, as thoſe, 
who are deeply conſcious of having been de- 
livered from the greateſt of evils, viz. by de- 
yoting our lives, and all our ſeveral faculties 


to the true worſhip and ſervice of our almighty 
. deliverer ; that ſo doing we may fafely confide 
in the defence and protection of the great 


Governor of the univerſe, and the Loxp of 


| Eings, that He who has hitherto deli vered, 


faved or preſerved us from ſo great and i im- 
pending evils, and now doth deliver us; will 
not fail to ſave or deliver us for the future, 


and to make us finally and completely happy 


in his own due time. 

The notions and practices of the principal 
fomentors and actors in the late rebellion, the 
Papiſts T mean, and thoſe of the Tf aelites 
under Feroboam are much alike in many re- 


ſpects. their worſhiping of relicks, images, 


and departed chriſtians, ſaints, and angels, 


ſeems as groſs idolatry, as can well be prac- 
= and their doctrines of purgatory, 


au- 
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auricular confeſſion, cancelling of engagements 
and oaths given to heretics; prayers for the 
dead in general, and for rebels and traitors 
eſpecially, are plain proofs, that worlaly 
wealth, grandeur, and power, are the de:ty 
they have made to themſelves to ſerve and | 
worſhip. I wiſh it might with a proper | | 
regard to truth be ſaid, that our behaviour 
as nearly reſembles that of the people of . 
Judah: that e were as ſtudious of God's | | 
honour, as ſtrict obſervers of His day, as con- 1 
ſtant and zealous attenders upon His word f 
and worſhip, as ſenſible of the neceſſity of = 
His blefling in order to make any of our un- | 
dertakings proſper, as careful to ſerve and F 
pleaſe Him in all points, and of courſe as | 
well intitled to the continuance of the divine 
protection and favour, as they were. 

It is too notorious to be denied, that a 
ſpirit of infidelity, irreligion, ſelf-confidence, 
licentiouſneſs, and a contempt of all things 
ſerious and facred, human laws and gover- 
nors, as well as divine, has gone out, and 


en amongſt the people of this land. 
a B Common 
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10 A Thanksgivirig Sermon, 
Common fearing and curſing, the greateft 
inſult upon, and outrage againſt the Majeſty 
of heaven, is a moſt familiar and common 
practice with mt ranks of men amongſt us; 
eſpecially the lower ſort : and has, probably, 
been highly inſtrumental in making the moſt 


ſacred and tremendous name of Gop a mere 


cypher ; in baniſhing all regard to the Deity 


out of men's minds; and in introducing that 


torrent of PERJURY, that common contempt 


for the moſt facred oaths, adminiſtered in | 


courts of juſtice, and by perſons having au- 
thority for that purpoſe, that has moſt ſhame- 
Fully over-run the nation; and renders pro- 
perty, liberty, and life itfelf, precarious and 
inſecure in a high degree. Thus the diffe- 
rence between Proteſtants and Papiſts in this 


reſpect is no more than this, that the for- 


mer acknowledge the obligation of oaths, and 
yet have impiety and hardineſs enough to 
do violence to them; the latter get them 
cancelled, and then think there is no kind of 
harm, and ſometimes great merit, in deſpi- 
ſing them. We have good laws againſt this 
5 al 
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ſubject, can anſwer it to God, his country, his 
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practice of common ſwearing, that even chil- 
dren, and the loweſt of mankind are great 
proficients in, and has moſt dreadful con- 
ſequences, which want nothing at all, buf 


to be put in execution. and it is very fit a 


check ſhould be given to the daring inſolence 
of thoſe, who are proof againſt all reſtraints 
from religion and good breeding, by inflict- 
ing the temporal puniſhments, which the 
laws of the land have wiſely appointed for 
that purpoſe. And I do not ſee how any 
magiſtrate, of what rank or condition ſoever 
he be, or indeed any ſerious Chriſtian and good 


prince, or his own conſcience; if he neglects 
or declines any meaſures in his power, to 
put a ſtop to this moſt monftrous and daring 
impiety. 

Gop's word, and His worſhip, fare but 
little better among us, than his name. The 


ſacred writings ſerve for little elſe, but to be 
burleſqued or cavilled at; to furniſh mat- 
+ ter for drollery and wit, for diſcourſe or 
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12 A Thanksgiving Sermon, 
upon, or to teach our children to read out 
of. Thus that book of li%e, which was 
graciouſly given to conduct us to heaven; 
and which we exclaim fo loudly, and with 
reaſon, againſt the Papiſis for ſhutting. up- 
againſt their people in an unłnaumn tongue, is 
made a dead letter to us; and ſerves to no 
ſort of purpoſe, but to aggravate, or inflame 
our condemnation, 

The <wor/hip of Gop both in public and 
private, ſeems likewiſe to be as much neg- 
lected and diſregarded, as can reaſonably be 
expected from a people, having a fovereign 

contempt both for the ſacred name, and word 
of God. We find few people attending the 
public worſhip, but thoſe that dan't know 
well how elſe to ſpend their time; except 
ſuch as are deſpiſed for their ſingularity and 
preciſeneſs, and ſuſpected of uncommon baſe- 
neſs, villany, and hypocriſy, for pretending 
a regard for religion; which has long been 
the ſubje& of ridicule to many, and which 
moſt are grown ſuch entire ſtrangers to, that 
they think none but fools or knaves will | 
concern themſelves much about it, 
On 
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On one day indeed in ſever, or perhaps 
more ſtrictly ſpeaking, in one part of each 
ſeventh day, when cuſtom, it may be, more 
than the laws either of God or man, has 
taught us to meet together, the places of 
public worſhip are more frequented : but the 
number of the abſenters is even then com- 
monly very large ; and the deportment of 
the parties preſent is often ſuch, as to ſhew 
they are altogether above regarding, or be- 
ing made at all the better, the wiſer, or the 
happier for what paſſes there. And from 
what is done in public we may form a ſhrewd 
conjecture of what paſſes in private, for if 
a regard to the grave and ſober part of an 
audience cannot prevail for a decency of be- 
haviour, when men have taken the pains ta 
go a little our of their way, to avoid the cha- 
racter of profligate and infamous; what ſhall 
be thought able and likely to do this, when 
removed from the notice of all liuing, and 


conſcious of no witneſs, but that of a man's 
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14 DA Thanksgiving Sermon, 

The diſtinction indeed of the Lord's day 
from the reſt is a little kept up; but the re- 
ligion of it ſeems to be partly dropt and 
gone, That early riſing in the morning; 
that giving themſelves to reading, medita- 
tion and prayer in private, in order to pre- 
pare and fit people to join worthily in the 
public offices of religion; that inſtructing of 
children and ſervants in the knowledge of 
piety and vertue, and encouraging them to 
the practice of it; chat recollection and me- 
ditation after the public worſhip is ended; 
that examination of our lives and practices 
by any heavenly light, that may have been 
imparted to us; that religious and pious 
converſation; thoſe reſolutions of endea- 
vouring after a better temper and behaviour; 
that reading to and praying with one's fa - 
mily, which uſed to fill up the ſpaces of the 
Lord's day, not ſpent in public worſhip, 
are almoſt entirely diſuſed and laid aſide, 
And the chief uſe of it ſeems to be to give 
an opportunity to what are called the better 
ſort of appearing in public to advantage ; 

and 


. 
— 
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and of affording leiſure to ſuch as are con- 
ſtantly employed on other days, to ſleep, to 
Hunter away, to trifle in; or to abuſe f in 
riot and excels, 

The exerciſe of worldly buſineſs and vo- 
cations in public on Sundays is not yet com- 
mon, nor altogether free from blame and 
diſrepute ; though great part of the day is 
by many ſpent in ſecular engagements ; in 
converſing or writing about buſineſs or 
worldly affairs; in ſtating or making up of 


accounts: and even the ſober and grave are 


getting into a faſhion to waſte great part of 
the day in hunting after neus; diſputing ve- 
hemently about things of no kind of conſe- 
. quence ; ſettling the affairs of their oum, and 


foreign nations, and of many, perhaps moſt, of 


their neighbours; whilſt their own are ſuffered 


to ſhift for themſelves, and remain in the 
utmoſt diſorder and confuſion. 


The exerciſe of particular trades on a un- 


day, though direcuiy contrary to the laws of 
che land, and not as yer, to be done with- 
ee is too frequent in 


h many 
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many places, and particularly in this, The 
putting a ſtop to practices of this ſort by all 
reaſonable * methods muſt appear highly ſea- 
ſonable and proper to all, who believe the 
Being and Providence of God; and that he 
proſpers or puniſhes ſtates or communities in 
this world, as they are virtuous and religious, 
or otherwiſe : — when they recolle& that one 
of God's judgments ar, and that the worſt | 
ſort, a civil and inteſtine war, was but juſt 
nom at their doors; and that a contagious 
and mortal diſorder has been long ſuffered to 
rage amongſt the cattle, and has ſpread itſelf 
into almoſt all parts of the kingdom; and 
whether it ſhall ſtop with the brutes, or ex- 
tend itſelf to human creatures, no one, but 
the great Governor of kingdoms, and ſove- 
reign diſpoſer of all events can poſſibly tell, 
Let us not then ſay in our hearts, for our 
uprightneſs, for the piety and virtue of our 
lives hath the LoRD reſcued us; but for the 


| * The weekly market here Aa en mendey 3. and 
the beaſts of courſe are chiefly, and ſome think of ne- 
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wickedneſs of our enemies, and the extreme 
baſeneſs of their ſchemes and enterpriſes. 


Let us not be puffed up, and think that we 


ſhall be allowed in, and are delivered to con- 
tinue in our former wicked courſes; but re- 
member that the goodneſs of God is intended 
to lead us to repentance: and let us forth- 
with ſet ourſelves to amend our ways or 


doings, and return to the Lord. It may be 


by ſo doing we ſhall prevent any other judg- 
ments ready to befal us; and ſhall procure 
a lengthening out or continuance of our tran- 


quility, or proſperity. 


To ſuffer the joy, which a due reflection 


upon our great deliverance muſt fill us with, 
to tranſport us into riot and exceſs, revelling 


and drunkenneſs, is to ſhew ourſelves moſt, 


unworthy the divine bleſſing and mercy, that 


has been afforded us; and moſt manifeſtly 


to inſult the Gop that hath delivered us. 
And one of the moſt acceptable ways of 
expreſſing our gratitude for this great deli- 
verance, after having joined fincerely in the 
public offices, and taken meaſures for 
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amending our own lives and tempers, ſeems 
to be, to make what. proviſion we can to 
render the generation to come more civilized 
and humane, more diligent and frugal, more 
honeſt and ſober, more modeſt and obſe- 
quious, more orderly, peaceable, and loyal ; 
more learned, pious, and religious, than the 


preſent ; * by giving a ſuitable education to 
children deſtitute of friends and wealth, 


Human creatures are, for the moſt part, 
juſt what their education has made them. 
without this they are little more than brutes ; 


of leſs ſtrength indeed than bears or wolves, 
but of more ſubtlety and cunning, more de- 


* Saint Ives, though exceeding populous, and of 
pretty extenſive traffick, is altogether deſtitute of 
every thing in the ſhape of a free or charity ſchool. 
It's navigable river, it's beaſt- markets, and brick-kilns,. 
together with it's ftarch-houſes heretofore, and a 
ſhameful negle& of education in almoſt al! ranks, the 
more numerous and lower ſort eſpecially, have con- 
curred to train up, and furniſh out a generation of 
animals, that may vie with the me/? ſavage of human 
creatures; thoſe that have converſed with barren 
mountains only, or been ſhut up in lead, or coal-mines 
e and make all ſober and thoughtful 

1 1 1 b people 
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liberate and reſolved malice. the ſame ra- 
venous wild things, purſuing their own gra- 
tification without reſtraint, and at all e- 
vents; and throwing down, as they are able, 
all that ſtands in their way. Tis education 
that breaks them, and fits them for ſociety. 
tis this that extends their views and pur- 
ſuits; makes them pay a proper regard to 
the welfare of their fellow ſubjects, 

creatures; and give up all ſchemes and pur- 
ſuits, but ſuch as are conſiſtent with the 
good of mankind, and their country, tis 
this that makes them true to their God, 


their religion, their country, their prince, 


people extremely ſenſible of the want of public and free 
inſtruction. Many attempts have been made by the 
author to get a foundation for inſtruRting deftitute chil- 
dren in the knowledge of letters, virtue, and religion 3 
and inuring them ta ſuch kind of labour, as may render 
them eaſy to themſelves, and, inſtead of burthenſome. 
or miſchievous, uſeful to ehaſe about them, What is 
here offered was intended to ſecond, or ſet home a 
mation of that kind, made the ſunday before; which 
met with more regard, than things are wont to do, 


chat don't bring an immediate reward along with 
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20 A Thankigiving Sermon, 
and their friend. tis this that makes them 


ſtudy to pleaſe and obey their parents, and 
governours of all kinds ; and to oblige, and 


be reſpected by all mankind. 


To do what we can therefore to give 2 


ſuitable education to ſuch, as are unable to 


procure it for themſelves, muſt certainly be 
one of the bet of all good works; and in 


which part of that wealth, which together 
with our religion and liberties has by the 


goodneſs of God been preſerved and ſecured 
to us, may be applied to the very beſt of all 
purpoſes. By being rich, bountiful or li- 
beral in this good work, ve ſhall moſt 
clearly manifeſt a truly chriſtian, or uni- 
ver ſally kind and beneficent temper : de- 
monſtrating moſt undeniably that we ſeek 
not our own, but another's wealth ; that we 
ſtudy, and are ready, and zealous to promote 
not our own good or profit. only, or chiefly, 
but that of others, of many, of all mankind 
foo, to the utmoſt of our power; by getting 
them educated in ſuch a manner, that they 

may 
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may be 0% in their generation here, and 
may be finally ſaved in the day of the Loxp 
Jesvs, by their behaviour, that is, intitled 
and of courſe admitted to the happineſs of 
good ſubjefts, good neighbaurs, good men, 
and good Chriſtians after death, through the 
merits and mediation of Chriſt JeSUs 
our almighty SAviOUR and DELIVERER, 
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